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• An enhancement of the 

Mechanism to better respond to 

emergencies inside the EU.

• Capacities funded by the EU and 

managed by the European 

Commission in close cooperation 

with Member States as a last 

resort for any emergency inside 

the EU.

What is exactly RescEU?



The inception of all this: NW of the Iberian 
peninsula 2017



The inception of all this.

• October 2017, forest fires episode in NW Iberia.

• On October 15th, the Mechanism was activated by Portugal, but only Italy 

offered 2 CANADAIRS

• 100 000 ha

• 46 victims

• 91 injured



Noroeste de la 
península Ibérica
2017



When a disaster strikes, I want the European Union to 

offer more than condolences.



• RescEU offers a pool of 

assets as a last resort for 

assistance inside the EU

The slogan:





Levels of emergency response

RescEU

• Safety net

Local capacities

National capacities

• MAPA

• UME

Other capacities

• Spontaneous offers

European Civil 

Protection Pool (ECPP)
National Level

European Level



August 2019 Greece 

First rescEU activation



RescEU
forest

firefighting
fleet 2020



• Prevention: Countries share their national prevention & 

preparedness strategies to identify and address 

possible gaps in disaster response 

• Preparedness: Knowledge Network

• Preparedness/response: incentives for committing 

assets to the ECPP; simplified procedures and 

financing rates; rescEU capacities

RescEU is not only response



For MS prone to similar

type of disasters, the 

Commission may

For MS frequently requesting

assistance for the same type of 

disaster, the Commission may

For MS requesting assistance 3 

times within 3 consecutive

years, the Commission shall

If appropriate

• Establish Specific

Consultation Mechanisms, 

including for cross-border 

and Low Probability risks

with High impact (Lo Hi)

• Request additional information 

on prevention/  preparedness

measures

• Propose deployment of expert 

team

• Make recommendations

If appropriate

• Request additional information 

on prevention/  preparedness

measures

• Propose deployment of expert 

team

• Make recommendations

The ‘Balancing Mechanism’

RescEU is not only response: Prevention



RescEU co-financing

Previous legislation New legislation

Inside the

Mechanism

Outside the

Mechanim

Inside the

Mechanism

Outside the

Mechanim

Spontaneous offers

55% transport

(85% for critical

needs)

55% transport

(85% for critical

needs)

75% transport 75% transport

ECPP 85% del transporte 85% del transporte
75% transport + 

operations
75% del transport

rescEU capacities - -
75% del transport + 

operations

100% del transport

+ operations



RescEU is not only forest fires

NRBQ teams
Medical teams

MEDEVAC Emergency 

Medical Team 

tipo 3

Detección y 

muestreo Descontaminación

Stockpiling

Shelter





And is it really changing 
something?

• The European Commission is a new actor in the 

response.

• rescEU capacities have European nationality

• New financing options  Collateral effects on the 

pool?

• Next Generation EU



Gracias
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